TOWN OF TISBURY

OFFICE OF THE SELECTMEN
BOX 1239 .- 5] BPRING STREET
VINEYARD HAVEN, MASSACHUSETTS 02568
TEL: (508) 696-4200
FAX: (508) 693-5876

October 27, 2008

Shaela McNulty Collins

Hearing Officer

Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities
One South Station

Boston, MA 02110

RE: Net Metering, D.P.U. 08-75 - Technical Conference
Dear Hearing Officer Collins:

On behalf of the Tisbury Board of Selectmen I am writing with regard to net metering
and the Green Communities Act of 2008.

The Town of Tisbury remains particularly active in working with the Town’s Energy
Committee to find opportunities to utilize renewable energy systems. Most recently, the
Town has been exploring the feasibility of erecting a large wind turbine to power our
local sewage treatment plant for several years. Town citizens have been unwavering in
their expressed support renewable energy systems and wish to fully investigate the
possibility of using wind turbines in Tisbury for town use. Furthermore, the passage of
the Green Communities Act this summer will allow for yet many more exciting and
innovative concepts using renewable energy systems.

While we wish to continue our study of using a wind turbine to power our sewage
treatment plant, we also wish to consider a very promising new concept, the utilization of
several large wind turbines to serve all of Martha’s Vineyard’s seven schools. However,
this concept would only be possible through the power assignment program described in
the Green Communities Act. A system such as this would offer a wide variety of much
needed benefits. Benefits would include but are not limited to fixed price electricity,
desperately needed budget relief, and insulation from inflation due to fossil fuel costs.

Additionally, there are significant benefits to pooling our island town funds and resources
to construct several large turbines at one site. This will save each of our Island’s seven
schools from “reinventing the wheel” and facing all of the design, engineering, and
construction challenges alone. There are tremendous savings in buying larger turbines —
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