Island Grown Initiative
Martha’'s Vineyard
October 23, 2008

Shacla McNulty Collins

Hearing Officer

Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities
One South Station

Boston, MA 02110

RE: Net Metering, D.P.U. 08-75 - Technical Conference
Dear Hearing Officer Collins,
Thank you for your notice of a Technical Session on the above-cited docket.

I would like to add our public comments to the record concerning net metering and the Green
Communities Act of 2008.

The Island Grown Initiative is a grassroots community not-for profit that aims to foster locally
grown livestock and produce, introduce this food into the island’s schools, and provide essential
support to the small family farmers of the Vineyard.

Farming on the Vineyard is very difficult economically - the intense economic and development
pressures on farms have led to a dramatic decline in both their size and number. Competition for
land, high fuel and operating costs, the difficulty of attracting steady labor, and the encroachment
of suburban mentalities are some of the challenges that the island’s farmers face.

Making the connection between renewable energy generation (in the form of wind turbines and

solar panels) and farms is perhaps the best way to help farmers on the Vineyard survive and start

the movement towards sustainable agriculture. Electricity from wind turbines and solar panels

can be used for lighting in greenhouses and other farm structures and can be used for heating and

cooling using efficient modern heat pumps. Using this electricity to offset and/or replace the use

of fossil fuels will serve to cut operating costs for farmers, support our efforts in reducing global
warming, and insulate farmers from fuel inflation.

Through the possibilities created by the Green Communities Act of 2008, namely net metering
and assignment of power, we envision multiple new opportunities to use renewable energy to
support our farmers.

Expanding the net metering credit from month to month to a cumulative credit is an enormous
benefit to farmers. This will allow farms to reap the benefit of renewable energy generation even
when it doesn’t coincide with electricity use — as with a solar photovoltaic system making a lot

of electricity in the summer and a greenhouse using a lot of electricity in the winter.
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