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Shaela McNulty Collins
Hearing Officer
| Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities
One, South Station
Boston, MA 02110

Dear Hearing Officer Collins:

I wish to submit the following comments relative to the Green Communities Act
technical conference (D.P.U. 08-75): The five small school districts on Martha’s Vineyard are
very interested in efforts to conserve energy, reduce the taxpayers’ cost for energy and serve as
lighthouse districts in this nationwide effort.

We have worked cooperatively with the Cape Light Compact to make our school
buildings more efficient and are now looking for the next steps in energy conservation. To that
end, several of the districts are considering the construction of wind turbines with the Up-Island
Regional School District (West Tisbury, Chilmark and Aquinnah) having recently submitted a
feasibility study grant application to the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative.

Brian Nelson of Nelson Mechanical Design, Inc. detailed several ideas on behalf of the
Island community. While his ideas are only at the very earliest conceptual stages, they could be
helpful to our school community in its efforts at fostering collective power generating facilities.
Our multiple sites would benefit greatly from a strategy that allowed aggregation of power from
net-metered customers and the establishment. of remote sites for location of power generating
equipment. !

Even more important to your public hearing process, however, is the inclusion of public
schools such as ours in the 1% set aside in the Green Communities Act for net metering would go
a long way to making these efforts feasible. I would urge the Department of Pubic Utilities to
consider the importance of including schools in this process.
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